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rashly to separate creative acts, but against all
wisdom, goodness, and holiness in the Creator,
whatever tne mode and order of creation maybe.
It is the old objection of the " dull, complaining
Atheist," that the world seems " oddly made,
and every thing amiss," cast hastily into a
modern mould, to uproot all faith in Divine
Providence from the minds of men. Thousands
of such attempts have been made before. This
is only the latest effort, in the name of pro-
gressive science, to restore the reign of Chaos
and blind Chance and Fate in the moral world.

It would require a volume to reply fully to
an objection so wide in its range, and so
disastrous, if once accepted as valid and true,
in its bearing on the moral destinies of all
mankind. I must content myself here with a
few remarks only, that will suggest a fuller
answer to thoughtful mii>ds.

And first, it is easy to exaggerate the suf-
ferings of the lower creatures in that process
of the life of some sustained by the death of
others, which prevails widely in th$ e$imal
world. The ascription of the poet to " the poor
beetle that we tread upon " of as great a suf-
fering " as when a giant dies," does violence
to all the analogies of nature, and may eaiely
be reckoned wholly untrue. The dignity,,of